
INFORMATION FOR PROSPECTIVE PATIENTS
Pallidotomy Programme For Parkinson's Disease

The following contains information which will be of value to patients considering coming to Cape Town for stereotactic treatment
of Parkinson's Disease.

Since surgical treatment will not benefit certain patients with Parkinson's disease, and in order to prevent, as far as possible,
unnecessary journeys to Cape Town for pre-operative assessments, we have devised a questionnaire for you to complete and
require that you send a video of the patient suffering from Parkinson's Disease. This will give us a preliminary idea of the patient's
condition. If at all possible, a medical report from your referring family doctor and neurologist should be submitted as well.

The completed questionnaire, video and medical reports should be sent to Dr R L Melvill.

Once we have received and studied this information we will contact you to let you know whether or not we can expect you to
benefit from surgical treatment.

Should it be decided that it would be worthwhile coming to Cape Town, the program would include evaluation by a neurologist as
well as functional assessment by the surgical team, Drs Melvill & Baxter. One normally expects that patients would spend about a
week in Cape Town. During this time it is preferable that the patient is accompanied by a helper. Courtesy accommodation close to
the hospital may be available for the patient's family members if necessary.

If there are any points which require clarification please do not hesitate to make contact with us.

ADVICE ON SUBMISSION OF VIDEO (VCR) TAPE OF PATIENT

In order to assist in the selection of patients who live far from Cape Town and to avoid unnecessary expense of travelling just for
an evaluation it is prudent to include a video of the patient's condition. Because the symptoms in Parkinson's Disease fluctuate, it
is important to see the patient when symptoms are at their worst (i.e. when the patient is "off") and when the medication is most
effective in controlling the symptoms (i.e. when the patient is "on").

When the patient is "off":
Note: Do not confuse an "off" period with th "freezing" whicih occurs when the patient is seemingly completely immobile.

1. The patient should be sitting in an upright chair with hands at rest in his/her lap.

2. The patient should then speak a few sentences, starting with "My name is........"

3. If there is a tremor, show a close-up view.

4. Then the patient with the worst arm out-stretched, must make a fist and then open and close
the fist a number of times as quickly as possible.

5. This should be repeated with the least affected hand.

6. With the worst arm again out-stretched, the patient should tap his finger and thumb together a
number of times as quickly as possible.

7. This should be repeated with the least affected hand.

8. The patient should fold his/her arms and rise from the chair.
Note: If the patient is unable to get up in this way, he/she should get up from the chair as normal, with assistance if necessary.

9. The patient should then walk three or four metres towards the video camera, with his arms unfolded and held in whatever
position he is accustomed to using when walking.

Note: If the patient is unable to walk withut assistance, whatever help is usually given may be shown on the video.

10. All of the above steps should be repeated when the patient is in the "on" phase.






